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ABSTRACT :
The folloving rural aociological research needs vere
identified: (1) acceptance of general sociological theory and
sethodology for use in "Rural™ research; (2) recognition of bench
sarks and probable base lines in rural sociological research; (3)
collection of widely scatterec reports for examination and perhaps
respecification; (4) establishment of a systematic data base relevant
to sodernization of conceptualizations of obsolescent connotations of
rurality; (S) development of a progras of research into the realities
of conteaporary life in nonmetropolitan population aggregations.
Belief that basic and applied research are not autually exclusive vas
enphasized to indicate the need applied research has for utilising
basic research in rural sociological study. Research areas identified
vere: (1) residuals (urban population and demographic studies); (2)
marginality (process of social change prodecing alienation froam the
sainstrean): (3) qualicy of 1life (conditions of life plus aeans of
isproveaent): (4) sanifest and latent functions (appraisal of intent,
content, and results of pudlic policy and purposive programs at all
levels): (5) innovation and diffusion. Information linkage, regquiring
clearinghouse function (activities, program, and research sade
available to research designers), vas seen as the desired goal.
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FORZWORD

Tuskegee Institute has had a long history of schol-
arly concern for the people and the soi1l of rural Amerieca.
This scholarly concern has been soupled with an equally
intense concern for service to the people who make up the
rural communities in Southeast United States. The found-
er of Tuskegee Institute firat went among the people of
the surrounding community to assess their needs and hopes
and to devise instructional programs to serve those needs
and hopes. Few academic institutions in our nation, if
any. nave interlaced more effectively than has Tuskegee
institute the three major functions of higher education
institutions, 1.e., instruction, research, and public
service.

Tuskegee Institute's success in working with the
land and 1ts people has led to Tuskegee's selection as
the locale for a Rural Development Research Center to
serve the Southeast. This Center aims at promoting a co-
cperat.ive effor% by the Land Grant Colleges and Universi-
ties 1n the Southeast to find solutions to the pressing
problems of rural development.

Dr. Lewis Wade Jones, Director of the Rural Develop-
ment Research Center, has played a prominent role in the
research and teaching efforts at Tuskegee Institute for a
jquarter century. He is a rural sociologist trained at
¥isk University and Columbia University with a record of
unique accomplishments in his discipline. This paper
which follows is only the first of many which will come
out of the Hural Development Research Center.

John Chavis, Director
Division of Behavioral
Science Research
Tuskegee Institute

September, 1373
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Lewis Wade Jones was born in Cuero, Texas. ile re-
seived nis A.3. from Fisk Cniversity, and his M.A. and
Ph. D from Columbia University. He has taught at Fisk
University, and folorado College, Colorado Springs. He
ia oresently professor of Rura! Jociology at Tuskegee
institute.

. Jones i8 the author of various articles Ahd of a

haok, Told Pebeliiont The Couth's Clioarchy ipn Revolt,
(londan: MacGibbonand ree, 19A2)
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INTRODUCTION

1 approach this discussion with some confidence be-
cause I do not rely on my observations alone, nor do I
have to project my judgment without critical appraisal.
In the past six weeks it has been my good fortune to
study paners, prepared by responsible scholars that bear
on the subject, Wwhile I may not aquote these authors, I
draw upon them in making this presentation.

oince I am not a newcomer to the field of rural so-
ciological research, there is less risk of this paper
crashing through open doors. I hope to spare y~u bright-
eyed discoveries of the known or the re-invention of the
already used and well-worn, Some of my recent experi-
ences preclude a contemporary provincialism. Perhaps a
drawback may be that my approach savors of the conscious-
ness of how much less I know now than once I thought I

did and recognition in some of my younger colleagues of
such pristine assurance.

Rural sociological research needs include:

1. Acceptance of general sociological theory and
methodology for use in "Rural" research

2. Recognition of bench marks and probable bdase
lines in rural sociological research

3. Pulling together widely scattered reports for
exanination and perhaps respecification

L. Fstablishment of a systematic data base relevant
to modernization of conceptualizations of obso-
lescent connotations of rurality

5. Development of a program of research into the
realities of contemporary life in non-metropol-
itan population aggregations - towns, villages,
communities

This paper was first presented at the Annual Meeting
of the Gouthern GRegional Demographic Group in fall 1972,
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BFENCH MARKS AND BASE LINES

1 am suggesting several bench marks and base lines
to which you certainly may make additions: Twenty-five
‘years ago my mentor, Edmund de S, Brunner, published a
mall volume, The Growth of & Science: A Half-Century of
Rural Sociological Research in the United States, This

is the same Professor Brunner who, with J. H. Kolb, pre-
pared a report on Rural Social Trends (1933), followed by

1 nds ression Years, in collaboration with
Irving Lorge (1937). Professor Brunner reported:

All told, up to 1956 more than 1000 known rural
social studies have appeared as separate publi-
cations, Well over 90 percent of these have
been reviewed by the present writer for the
purpose of surveying their total contributions
and describing methodological and theoretical
developments of the field. In addition all is-
sues of of Bural Sociology have been examined
carefully as have the smaller number of re-
search studies publiched as books; between 1500
and 1600 titles in all.

Some of Professor Brunner's conclusions about needs
have in some measure been met, especially those about
population research:

eeesit appears quite likely that the nuumber of
studies in some of the areas of demography will
increase, since they illustrate interests and
problems arising from newer developments. It
also appears that while desoriptive and trend
studies will ocontinue, there is a tendency to
push toward more satisfying explorations of
some population phenocmena, or least to develop
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hypotheses through relating more kinde of data
to population facts and using more refined sta-
tistical technigues.

Jome apprehension was exvressed in this volume
that has not been entirely allayed:

JDoes this attitude mean that rural sociology
will develop increasingly as an applied disci-
pline, a useful handmaiden on occasion for ac-
tion agencies, at other times a %olerated pen-
sioner, and at no time contridbuting to the ad-
vancenent of sociology as such?

One problem of rural sociological research has
been the relative infrequency with which states
have attacked the same topic with identical or
similar study designs and techniques. This is
to some degree inevitable. Fach state natural-
ly focuses on its own situation. and this va-
ries among states. The newv regional ocommit-
tees, to which allusion was made earlier, will
help to remedy this situation and should result
in more joint planning and effort. But certain
problems and conditions of rural life are com-
mon to .arge numbers of states. A science is
built by replication - and replication in the
same areas of regular intervals to measure
trends, Moreover, some hypotheses with respect
to rural social life are geniunely testable
only on at .east a regional basis.

Ir. the late 1730's 1 was responsible for the rural
descriptive material in a volume published in 1941 -
Ctatistical Atlas of Gouthern Counties, A tri-partite
classification identified each of 110L counties:

Taken Yy teelf, a particular classification
may not give an adequate underatanding of a
county's underlying economic organization, bdut
the three classifications in combination should
make it possible to appraise the extent to
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which counties in each tyve share any feature
of culture that has been adenuately investiga-
ted in any of the other counties conforming to
tyve. For this identification nurvose, a com-
bination symbol consisting of three jarts, each
part based on one of the previously defined
classifications, has been develoved to desisg-
nate county-tyves, and is vecanitulated bdelow
as follows:

*ajoxr Zrop Tyme

.« Jotton

« vrop=dpeciality

. Jcelf=Sufficing

. Grain-Livestock-Dairying
. veetable-Fruit

I. Predominantly lion-farm
{. "nclassified

~rop Subtyve

0. Cnclassified

1. Cne Jominant Crop Jystem
2. Dual System of Major Crops
3. Multinle Crop Systenms

(R

rban-industrial Type

Metropnlitan City County

Jmall fetropolis County

Smail Tity County

sarge Town County .

Small Town, Industrial County

Sma.l Town, lon-Industrial Zounty
Jural, Iindustrial Tounty

. ZFural, 'on-Industrial “ounty

|
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Ar appendix #ives the rural classification and the
teria on which it was based, This may have value in
ing sucial change by using comparative data from
0'r cansgus erumeralions nade since 4his work was done.

“here are geveral basic works in riral sociological
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Tegearch tinon  which contemnorary students misht nrofit-
abl Adraw., Joutherr. lerions of the United States by
Toward . Cdum F133-) 0 Hunan Tactors  in Cotton Culture
Sv o imare 3, Varee - 1309) and Y the gsame author Human
leaoranhy of  the Jouth (1332), 1t may serve us well to
exivime the renorts, other tlan Sonthern Regions, of the
Satter cexional Tommittee of the Social Science He-
asar~iy Touns There wore done a series of reports in
the berinnings  5f the “agricultura! adjustment progranm®
A7 the Sranklin !, loosevel!t administration th response
ors - "lotton and the AA", etc., For atu-
ed {n estadblighing base lines, Southern Re-
atigtica. Atlas have atrong bibliogra-
tter lists unpublished county studies.
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The current quickened interest in rura! development
a8 :% ig »politically motivated may be exvected to stimu-
.ate activity labeled research, Practitioners of varied
somcetencies 2ay be called upon to undertake studies.
Ueanin@fu. work on their part will depend upon the data
base they wuse, This data should include statistics in a
reziona. data bank upon which individuals or research
“sams zan d1raw without the effort to develoo data banks
at small (nstitutions or even make the investment that
would be recessary to have a specialty bank at some large
irstisutions,

A well olanned system of prograrming and retrieval
{or miral area research would have to be predicated on an
axrlicit theoretical and conceptual framework. Aspects
28 shis franewnrk are suggested by renneth Wilkinsonl, in
~ia 1iscussisn of commnity develovment as positive but
neverthelegs narrower thar. the conceotualization of com-
munity change, Instead of the field theory approach of
«wilkingan  and Yaufmanl, there is that of Padfield who
“agkeq the viaw that develonment must not onlv be concep=
Slized  in tewra of dymanic oroceseecs of change y bhut
in tems 2f stat.c orncesses or equilibrium, Other con-
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ceptualization of social change impress us with the need
expressed in the report of the Stu'y Group on an Insti-
tute for Applied Science and Social Change in Rural Area
for "conceptual coherence'.

In addition to a bank providing a statistical data
base, research would be facilitated by the accumulation
of information about published and unpublished research
completed and on-going, and would offer the opportunity
for replication and adaptation of designs. The Study
Group Jjust referred to concluded that there is a need for
"informational linkage"....'Nowhere, as far as the Study
Group could determine, does there exist an applied sci-
ence institution concerned with the entire spectrum of
of interlinked rural issues. In contrast, scores, per-
haps hundreds of organizations have responsibilities in
one or another area of rural life,"

Yuch that the Study Group (see apperdix for composi-
tion of 3tudy Group) reported, particularly its focus on
leta-Systems, has research implications. The information
-linkage requires a clearing house function whereby ac-
tivities - progran and research - are made available to
those designing research.

RURAL RESEARCIH AREAS

1. Hesiduals. In urban population research and demogra-
ohic studies from an urban perspective the residual cate-
gory or categories are not slag heaps but with a proper
conceptual framework may be mined with profit for socio-
logical owledge.

2. Marginality. GStudy of the process of social change
by which individuals, families, communities, and classes
of people become alienated from mainstream society with
explication of the several components of the process -
economic, social, cultural and psychological. Macro-
analysis supplemented with micro-analysis in a Durk-
heimian exvlanation of the particular aggregated into the
general.
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Jo uality of Life, Statements on the problems of rural
living are incomplete if they fail to recognize the in-

terrelations between all aspects of rural life. Inves-
tigation of any topical area must include considerations
of these interrelations,

Jocial systems are undergoing rapid changes, and re-
search concerned with the quality of rural living
must be conducted in the midet of these changes.
3efore research data are collected, the social sys-
tems should be defined for research purposes. The
‘efinitions would help determine the kinds of data
that should be collected and how they should de ag-
gregated and analyzed.

future research on the quality or rural living
should be concerned not only with conditions of life
but also with the means wherwby undersirable condi-
tions can bde improved. Too often in the past, in-
vestigators have collected data without adequately
considering how the data could bde used for social
actions .

There is research in process on The ality of Life
irn the 3Rural South; known as the S79 Project of the Co-
operative GStates Research Service, whose result nay be
anticipated to open up further study.

L. Manifest and Latent Functions, What is happening in
non-metropolitan America as related to specification of
public policy and purposive programs at all levels of
operation of public policy and purposive prograns at all
levels of operation with rigid appraisal of intent, con-
tent and results. Research appraisal would include foous
on "evaluation" oclaims of vested agency interests. To
quote KuvlelkyS:

de need to lend our assistance to evaluative re-
search of experimental educational programs aimed at
restricted targets or functions (whether or not we
agree with them) so we can objectively evaluate in-

JO1]
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tended consequences and reveal unintended ones of
both + and - valance. Surely most so-called deli-
berate social experiments are rarely thoroughly
studied by mental observers.

S. Innowvation and Diffusion., Taken together, Sociologi-
cal Perspectives of Domestic Developmentt and Planning
for;lgggz;tion through Dissemination and Utilization of
Engwledge ', may make some contridbution to research design
that will give a different dimension to rural studies.

CONCLUSION

There are evidences of the persistence of the appre-
hension expressed by Professor Brunner fifteen years ago
over rural sociology becoming increasingly an applied
discivrline, a useful handmaiden for action agencies.
Jowever, the question now is not if research may have the
handmaiden function bdut one of priorities in which re-
search related to applied concerns has great signifi-
cance. The outcome of multi-million dollar programa and
the meaningfulness of frenetic activity on the part of
the legion of planners and programers will depend upon
the knowledge of what they are doing as provided by re-
search. There is ongoing serious discussion of this in
many circumstances of concern. The results of one of the
more recent expression of this concern are presented in

fesearch Applicatian in Rural Fconomic Development gnd
Planping

Basic research and applied research are not mutually
exclusive when our hardware has the degree of sophistica-
tion it has. In this bdrief statement I have attempted to
indicate software needs to utiligze the hardware. There
may be expected increasing pressure for specified re-
search from clients on their demand. Organization to
supply these demands can be affected while ati 'the same
time educating clients in the kind of research that will
have the highest benefits for trem ultimately. Underly-
ing all of this is the need for intellectual integrity
among researchers that justifies the indentification
"scientist",

(0l
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